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REGIONAL HEAD WORKS SCHEME 

1114. Mr GRYLLS to the Minister for Energy:    
I refer to the statement in last year’s budget that the regional head works scheme was under review and the fact 
that it is not mentioned in this year’s budget. 

(1) Does the minister concede that many industrial and commercial developments in country Western 
Australia are being hampered or prevented from commencing by the cost of power and water to country 
areas? 

(2) Will he inform the House what his Government has done with the regional head works scheme started 
by the National Party in coalition, which provided vital financial assistance to country Western 
Australia? 

Mr RIPPER replied: 

I thank the member and the Leader of the National Party for some notice of this question.  

(1)-(2) Before the last state election, Labor promised to review the regional head works development scheme.  
That review is proceeding and it will be completed soon.  At that time the Government will consider 
options for further supporting regional business.  We have already taken some action.  We restored the 
uniform electricity tariff; whereas the National Party in coalition was unable to prevent the then 
Government from eroding the uniform tariff.  Infrastructure is provided by the Government in regional 
areas for various projects; for example, it has committed substantial moneys towards providing 
common-user infrastructure on the Burrup Peninsula to support $6 billion worth of investment.  We 
have also put aside $75 million for the regional investment fund, which will fund a very significant 
number of projects in the regions.   

I note that the scheme was described as being introduced by the National Party in coalition.  It is 
noteworthy that under the regional development head works scheme during the previous Government, 
the Kimberley region was allocated 2.8 per cent; the Pilbara, 4.2 per cent; the goldfields-Esperance, 
4.9 per cent; and the Gascoyne, 5.6 per cent.  Guess what?  The wheatbelt got 35 per cent of funding 
under that scheme. 

That is a National Party scheme indeed, which was not very useful to the regions.  I am sure that you, 
Mr Speaker, would be particularly sensitive about that distribution of funds.  Access Economics has 
indicated that Western Australia’s economy is growing strongly.  It predicts a five per cent growth rate 
in the next two financial years, which will come largely from the regions.  Money from the regional 
investment fund is being allocated to the regions.  When that review has been completed, we will 
consider how else we can further promote development of the State, particularly regional development. 

 


